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TheProblem

Eventhough Mediterranean food products are generally

recognizedfor their high nutritional and sensorialvalue,

there is a lack of trust concerning the origin of raw

materials (e.g. fruits, vegetables,livestock, fish) and the

quality of the processesstarting from cultivation and

breedinguntil packagingand transport. This lack of trust

posesobstaclesto the sustainabilityand competitiveness

of small and medium agro-enterprises(SMAEs)into local

andglobalvaluechains(LVCsandGVCs).

Med FoodTTHubsOverallObjective

Med Food TTHubsbrings is geared to achievesafer and

more sustainableMediterraneanfood productsfor people

around the world as well as full transparencyconcerning

the traceability and authenticity of these products

towards the creation of an end-to-end trust-chain in the

food sector.

Therefore,Med Food TTHubsaims to i) establishand ii)

operate of sevenTrace& Trust Hubs, which will form a

permanent transnational network playing the role of a

one-stop-shop for traceability and authenticity for ΨŀŘŘŜŘ

ǾŀƭǳŜΩMediterraneanfood products.

The general structure of the TTHubs

TheProject

Med FoodTTHubsproject will support the implementation of full-path tracing practicesthrough the whole

distribution channel from seed to shelf. For that purpose, Med Food TTHubsdevelop and support the

operation of aά±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅSchemeof Traceabilityof MEDŦƻƻŘǎέΣwhich will be a commonprotocol for the

network of theseHubs,actingasa point of referencefor the productsof the different involvedareas.

TheApproach

Seven Trace & Trust Hubs will be established in the

participating countries bringing together various actors

belonging to services providers and services

requesters/users. An e-platform will fully support the

operation of these TT-Hubsthat will form a transnational

network, which will play the role of a one-stop-shop for

traceability and authenticity for Mediterranean food in

eachcountry.

Throughthis T-THubsnetwork, the Voluntary Scheme

of Traceability(VST)of MEDfoods will be developed

and implemented in 3 Core Modules, aiming at

preservingadded value information related to origin,

species, isotope of the product, but also

manipulationsduring the passagein the supply chain

from one actor to another, by the use of a

άŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέprocess based on blockchain

technology.

ThePilot Cases

Seven casesthat meet the requirements of discontinued

production, exposure to fraud, high nutritional value and

importancefor biodiversity conservationwill be evaluate: (i)

processedfruits (Italy), (ii) fishery products (Greece),(iii)

processedvegetables(Egypt),(iv) fresh vegetables(Jordan),

(v) meat products(Portugal),and(vi) freshfruits (Tunisia).

The overall approach of Core Modules

ExpectedImpacts

Å Supportthe food industry in addressingboth the demandfor food securityandfood origin;

Å Promotethe usageof quality andauthenticationcertificatesfor raw materials;

Å Provide full transparencyconcerningthe traceability and authenticity of food products towards the

creationof an end-to-end trust-chainin the food sector;

Å Provideaccessto saferandmore sustainableMediterraneanfood productsfor peoplearoundthe world
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Countries of the pilot operation of 7 Trace & Trust Hubs

Contact:
Dr. Georgios Banias

Researcher

g.banias@certh.gr | +30 2311 257650


